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Emperor William, and not Prince Bis-

marck, will shape the policy of the Gov-

ernment.
Meanwhile the excitement over the

publication of extracts from diaries of the
late Emperor Frederick shows small
signs of abating. Professor Geffcken,
through whom the extracts were made
public, has been arrested, but as yet no
definite measures have been taken to-

ward his formal prosecution. It is said
in some quarters that the Professor is in-

sane, and that he is not responsible for
his action. Now that the text of the
Emperor's diary has been published at
considerable length, it is easy to under-
stand the anger of Bismarck and the
men who have impressed a distinctively
imperial policy on Germany. Not only
do the important part which the late
Emperor played in the establishment of
the Empire, and his sagacity and fore-
thought, become apparent, but the dis-
passionateness of his temper, the liber-
ality of his views, and the nobility of his
ideal forGermany,are disclosed in all the
fullness and frankness which a sincere
and frank man would use in making per-

sonal memoranda. Thoughtful Germans
can hardly contrast the ideal of the Em-

peror Frederick with the actual achieve
ment of Bismarck without a keen sense
of what was lost by the long-delaye- d

accession to the throne of a ruler whose
instincts were all for freedom, and who
seemed to grasp in a statesmanlike spirit
the noblest possibility of his country.
Bismarck's services in the consolidation
of Germany were so many and so great
that he can well afford to part with the
almost exclusive renown which had
come to him while the people believed
that the modern German Empire was a
creation of his own brain. It was Bis-ma- ri

k who undermined Austria's posi-le- d
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ble blunder of a war with Prussia, in
which the fruit of years of diplomatic
scheming was plucked on the field of
battle. Bismarck does not seem, how-

ever, to have realized the strength of the
racial German sentiment among the
southern members of the German Con-

federation, and it is at this point that
the difference of opinion between him-
self and the Crown Prince Frederick
arose. The Crcwn Prince understood
the temper of the Southern German peo-
ple, and believed that the former
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the French and German war came to a
successful conclusion the problem was
solved, but not according to the generous
ideas of the Crown Prince. Just before
the capitulation of the French, Bismarck
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confessed to the trown irmce iuiu io
had made a mistake in not raising the
imperial question in 1866. The diary is a
very important contribution to contem-
porary history, and its full publication
will be inevitable.
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